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Bureau of Land Management, Interior § 4220.4

1 It is unlawful for any person to graze any
class of livestock on the public lands in graz-
ing districts in Alaska, except under author-
ity of a lease or permit granted under the
act. Any person who willfully grazes live-
stock in such areas without such authority
shall, upon conviction, be punished by a fine
of not more than $500. (Sec. 12, Act of March
4, 1927; 43 U.S.C. 316k and notice approved
March 7, 1929.)

the public land laws. As the issuance of
a lease is discretionary, the filing of an
application for the lease will not in any
way create any right in the applicant
to a lease, or to the use of the lands ap-
plied for pending the issuance of a
lease. Any such unauthorized use con-
stitutes a trespass.1

Subpart 4220—Procedures
§ 4220.1 Applicants.

(a) Classes of applicants and preference.
Applicants for grazing leases shall be
given preference in the following order:

(1) Natives.
(2) Bona fide settlers.
(3) Other qualified applicants.
(b) Assertion of preference rights. Any

person claiming a preference right to a
lease under paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion must furnish with the application
required under § 4220.2(a) a statement
setting forth the facts on which such
claim is made.

§ 4220.2 Application for lease.
(a) Form used. An application for

grazing lease must be executed in du-
plicate on a form approved by the Di-
rector, and filed with the manager.

(b) Schedule of operations. The appli-
cation must be accompanied by a
schedule of the applicant’s proposed
annual program to develop and in-
crease the number of livestock which
will be grazed on the land, and showing
the applicant’s need for all the land ap-
plied for, to provide forage for the max-
imum number of livestock which the
applicant intends to graze thereon.

(c) Financial responsibility. The appli-
cant, upon request by the manager,
must also furnish evidence of his finan-
cial responsibility consisting of a show-
ing that he has the financial means or
has made arrangements with an estab-
lished financial institution to provide
the capital necessary to commence and

maintain his proposed schedule of oper-
ations.

§ 4220.3 Maximum number of stock.
The lease will indicate the maximum

number of stock which may be grazed
on the leased area, based on the condi-
tion of the range and its accessibility
for summer and winter feeding. The
manager may adjust the maximum
number from time to time as the condi-
tion of the range may warrant.

§ 4220.4 Annual rental.
(a) Amount. Unless otherwise pro-

vided, each lessee shall pay to the Bu-
reau of Land Management such rental
per acre, per head, or per animal unit
month, as may be determined to be a
fair charge for grazing of livestock on
the leased land. The rental under any
grazing lease may be adjusted every 3
years. The date for making the annual
payment will be specified in the lease.
If the rental is to be paid according to
the number of animals grazed, no
charge will be made for the natural in-
crease of grazing animals until the be-
ginning of the following lease year.

(b) Adjustment or waiver. The man-
ager, if he determines such action to be
in the public interest by reason of: (1)
Depletion or destruction of the range
by any cause beyond the control of the
lessee, or (2) calamity or disease caus-
ing wholesale destruction of or injury
to livestock, may grant an extension of
time for making payment, or reduce or
waive the grazing fee under a lease so
affected. An application for the desired
relief should be filed with the manager
and should state all pertinent details
and itemize the losses sustained.

(c) Payment. The first rental payment
required and the return of the proposed
lease duly executed by the prospective
lessee shall be made within 30 days of
receipt of the lease form by the pro-
spective lessee; if the rental is not paid
or the lease is not returned within the
prescribed time, the offer shall be null
and void and of no effect, and all rights
of the prospective lessee thereunder or
under the application upon which it is
based shall be considered as termi-
nated. Subsequent rental payments for
succeeding lease periods are payable in
advance. In the event such payment is
not received in the proper office by the
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last day of the current lease period or
within the time prescribed in the bill-
ing notice whichever is the later, the
case shall be considered canceled and
all rights terminated thereunder as of
the end of such current lease period;
except the lease shall not terminate if
the lessee submits payment to the
proper office within a grace period of 60
days following the last day of the cur-
rent lease period together with a show-
ing satisfactory to the authorized of-
fice that the delay in rental payment
was for unavoidable reasons and that
termination of the lease would cause
undue hardship to the lessee.

§ 4220.5 Reduction in excessive leased
area.

Whenever, in the opinion of the man-
ager, the leased land is excessive for
the number of livestock to be grazed by
the lessee, the manager may, after 30
days’ notice to the lessee, reduce the
lease area to the extent necessary, and
the annual rental, if on an acreage
basis, shall be reduced proportionately,
effective at the beginning of the next
lease year.

§ 4220.6 Free grazing permits.
Any person may file application in

duplicate on a form approved by the
Director, for a permit to graze, free of
charge, not to exceed the number of
livestock whose products are consumed
or whose work is directly and exclu-
sively used by the applicant or his fam-
ily, for a term of not more than 1 year.

§ 4220.7 Leases.
(a) Issuance of lease. If the application

is complete and it is determined that a
lease should be issued, the manager
will prepare a proposed lease, with nec-
essary copies, on a form approved by
the Director, for execution by the ap-
plicant. The forms, signed by the appli-
cant, must be forwarded promptly to
the manager, together with any re-
quired rental payment. The lease will
be dated as of January 1 of the year in
which it is issued, and the required
rental for the first year will be ad-
justed on a pro rata monthly basis to
cover that portion of the year subse-
quent to the lease issuance.

(b) Report of grazing operations. Before
April 1 of the second lease year and

each lease year thereafter, the lessee
shall file with the manager a report, in
duplicate, on a form approved by the
Director, of his grazing operations dur-
ing the preceding year.

(c) Assignments. No part of the leased
land may be subleased. Any proposed
assignment of a lease, in whole or in
part, must be filed in duplicate with
the authorized officer within 90 days of
its execution. Assignments will be exe-
cuted on a form approved by the Direc-
tor and must be accompanied by the
application on a form approved by the
Director, executed in duplicate, to-
gether with the same showing by the
assignee as to qualifications and stock
development schedule as would be re-
quired of applicants for a new lease, in-
cluding financial responsibility when
specifically requested by the manager.
The assignee’s acceptance of the lease
offered pursuant to the grazing lease
assignment shall constitute his accept-
ance of the lease terms. No assignment
will be recognized nor will it confer on
the assignee any rights to the leased
area until a lease therefor is issued to
him.

(d) Renewals. An application for re-
newal of a grazing lease should be exe-
cuted and filed in duplicate on a form
approved by the Director not less than
4 months but not more than 8 months
before the expiration date of the lease
term. The renewal lease, if issued, will
contain such terms and conditions as
the manager may determine.

(e) Rights reserved. Grazing leases
under this part shall be subordinated
to and shall be subject to modification
or reduction by the manager to the ex-
tent necessary to permit:

(1) The protection, development, and
utilization, under applicable laws and
regulations, of the mineral, timber,
water, and other resources on or in the
leased lands, including their use for ag-
riculture.

(2) The allowance of applications for
and the acquisition of homesites, ease-
ments, permits, leases, or other rights
and uses, pursuant to applicable public
land laws, where the same are in the
public interest or will not unduly
interfere with the use of the area for
grazing purposes.

(3) The temporary closing of portions
of the leased area to grazing whenever,
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